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Results

McCain Obama
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The Presidential race was winnable after both conventions.  It was only after 
repeated gaffes by McCain on the economy that it got out of control.

Gallup Daily Tracking: Presidential Ballot, n=2,747+ adults
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August25-28: DNCConvention
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Obama

+8%
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August29: McCainAnnouncesPalin
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McCain

+4%
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September2-4: GOPConvention
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McCain

+8%
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September7: GovernmentTakeoverof FreddieMac and FannieMae
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McCain

+3%
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September 14-16: Merrill Lynch, Lehman Brothers Fail;
McCain declares òfundamentals of economy are strongó
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Obama

+3%
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September24: McCainòSuspendsóCampaign
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Obama

+5%
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September26: FirstDebate
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Obama

+8%



© 2008 Wilson Research Strategies

October3: Bailoutbill passes
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Obama

+9%
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October7: SecondDebate
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Obama

+9%
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October15: ThirdDebate/óJoethePlumberó
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Obama

+10%
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October21 ðNovember4: LastTwoWeeksof the Campaign

11/04:

Obama

+7%
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2008 Exit Polls: When did you decide for whom to vote?

McCainõsonslaughtat the end may have persuadedsome late-deciding voters, but the
differencewasveryslight and wasnot enoughto erodeObamaõsoverall lead.
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2008 Exit Polls: When did you decide for whom to vote?

WhileMcCaindid win late deciders in a few statesñMissouri and Virginiamost notablyñ
he still didnõtwin the late decidersin most swingstates as decisivelyas he neededto in
order to closethe marginsObamahad built.
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2008 Exit Polls: Did (John McCain/Barack Obama) run a negative campaign?

VotersoverwhelminglyrememberedMcCainõscampaignas negativewhile they
weremixedas to whetherObamaran a negativeor positivecampaign.
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The Political Environment




