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Overview
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2,747+ adults

The Presidential race was winnable after both conventions. It was only after

repeated gaffes by McCain on the economy that it got out of control.
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August25-28: DNCConvention

fLos Angeles Times
Obama's speech already is drawing hordes to Invesco Field

Obama

8% Celegraph.coux

Bill Clinton tells Democratic Convention:
Barack Obama is ready to be president

Democratic convention to stress

Obama's 'very American story'
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August29: McCainAnnouncesPalin

O\ Politics.com

McCain taps Alaska Gov. Palin as
vice president pick

McCalin
+4%

TODAY.

Analysis: McCain gambles with surprise pick

@he Dallas Morming Nelvs

Editorial: McCain, Palin

make It a race T
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September2-4: GOPConvention

Economist.com

The Republican National Convention

Ready on the right

O\ Politics.com McCalin

Palin comes out throwing +89%
punches

fLos Angeles Times

McCain vows own Kind of change
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September7: GovernmentTakeoverof FreddieMac and FannieMae

guardian.co.uk

US mortgage giants Freddie Mac and

Fannie Mae taken into public M Ccal n

ownership
US treasury secretary says Federal Housing Finance Agency will 0
run two companies in a state of 'conservatorship’ + 0

The US government today announced the biggest financial bailout in the
country's history as it took troubled mortgage giants Freddie Mac and
Fannie Mae into temporary public ownership to save them from collapse

SUSA

TODAY.
Taxpayers take on trillions in risk in
Fannie, Freddie takeover m_l Mﬂneycnm

The $5 trillion mess
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September 1416: Merrill Lynch, Lehman Brothers Fail;
McCain declares ofundamentals of &ec

Obama |SNEWE

| usnews.com |
+ 3% Seriously? John McCain on the Fundamentally Sound U.S.

Economy
Posted September 13, 2008

"Our economy, I think still—the fundamentals of our economy are strong.” —John McCain, speaking on
the morning of September 15

fLos Angeles Times

John McCain tries to recover from
comment on 'strong' economy

Did McCain economy gaffe prompt a correction?
Republican maintains conditions are 'fundamentally strong' despite meltdown
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September24: McCaino S u s p €antpaigh

McCain suspends campaign - but over

+50%0 which crisis?

WASHINGTOM -- Declaring that America was confronted with a "historic crisis,”
Republican presidential nomines John McCain announced yvesterday he was
suspending his campaign and returning to Washington.

The guestion is whether it is his own campaign that is in crisis after new polls gave
Barack Obama his biggest lead yet.

San Francisco Chronicle

Risky moves could define McCain's leadership

AW Politics.com

McCain's move: Putting priorities
or politics first?
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September26: First Debate

Obama

US rivals claim TV debate victory
+8%

FOX

~AaveEicom
No Solid Winner or Loser in First Presidential Debate

BEETWEEN THE LINES: The First Presidential Debate: Tie

Goes To The Runner
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October3: Bailout bill passes

Obama TIME

+9% The Bailout Bill That Nobody Likes

NEWS (=]

Obama, McCain Vote for $700B Bailout Bill in Senate

FXSTFREET.COM

The forex marlket

Global Hews and Fundamentals

US Senate Passes Bailout Bill - Markets Unimpressed
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October7: SecondDebate

SUSA

Obama TODAY.

+904p Pocketbook issues take center stage
at 2nd debate

O\ Politics.com

Obama picks up second debate

win, poll says Slate

MCCAIN NEEDED A KNOCKOUT, AND HE DIDN'T

GET IT.
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Octoberl5: ThirdD e b at etihe®J menb er 6

Obama TheLedger.com

+10% 'Joe the Plumber' Becomes Focus of Debate

Bloomberg.com

Obama, McCain Pit Plumbers vs Hedge-Fund

Managers in Tax Debate g
CO\WN Politics.com

McCain puts Obama on the spot in
final debate
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October21 0 November4: Last TwoWeeksof the Campaign

11/04: POLITICO

Obama Powell endorses Obama
(Oct. 19)
+7%

HEJERUSALEM POST

McCain camp pushes Obama-Khalidi ties
(Oct. 28)

AP Associated Press
AP: Obama aunt from Kenya living in US

illegally (Oct. 31)
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Mc C a iomslaughtat the end may have persuaded some late-deciding voters, but the
difference wasveryslight and was not enoughto erodeO b a mavéralllead.

2008 Exit Polls: When did you decide for whom to vote?
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While McCaindid win late decidersin a few statesii Missouri and Virginiamost notablyfi
he stilld i dwinihe late decidersin most swing states as decisivelyas he neededto in
orderto closethe margins Obamahad built.

2008 Exit Polls: When did you decide for whom to vote?
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VotersoverwhelminglyrememberedMc C a icamfasgnas negative while they
were mixedas to whetherObamaran a negativeor positive campaign

2008 Exit Polls: Did (John McCain/Barack Obama) run a negative campaign?
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The Political Environment
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